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TOWN OF CONCORD
PLANNING AND ZONING Board 
            October 2, 2014 
Municipal Town Plan Meeting MINUTES
UNOFFICIAL COPY

Members Present:  Cynthia Stuart, Chair, Stuart Gray, Jim Gochie, Linda Hartwell
Members Absent:  None
Board Secretary Present:  Linda Hartwell
Other Officials Present:  Alan Smith, Zoning Administrator
Citizens Present:  Irene Nagle, N.V.D.A., Judy Kurtz, and Rosalie Quimby

Cynthia brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
1.  Presentation
Irene distributed a copy of the previous town plan, updated with information regarding town demographics, zoning information and survey results.  The board then discussed who would look over the sections of the plan to make sure the information in that section is relevant and to see if anything else needs to be included. 
The sections and person responsible for it are as follows:

· History and Demographic Profile - Irene will review with input from the Historical Society

· Land Use - Jim Gochie
· Housing - Linda Hartwell

· Economic Development - Cynthia Stuart

· Utilities & Facilities - Irene will ask Selectboard Chair George Morehouse to help her review

· Recreation - Stuart Gray

· Preservation - Jim Gochie
· Education - Cynthia Stuart
· Energy - Cynthia will ask Selectboard member Bill Humphrey to review 

· Transportation - Irene will coordinate with Road Commission Dane Thorgalsen
· Flood Resilience - this is a new section that is required by the State of Vermont to be in the town plan.  Irene drafted this section and asked all board members to review it.  Irene will contact Staci Pomeroy, from the State of Vermont and ask her to attend the next planning meeting on Thursday, November 6th to explain the statewide river corridors in general and the potential corridors in Concord.   Cynthia will invite the Selectboard to attend.
· Adjacent Towns - Irene will compare the draft plan to those of adjacent towns and regions.

II.  Questions & Answers
Cynthia asked about the goals from the survey and Irene said they were integrated into the different sections of the plan.  Cynthia suggested highlighting the top priorities derived from the survey and putting them into the introduction of the plan.  Irene will do that.  

Irene mentioned the Education section and the two education bills that were introduced in 2014 but did not pass; S.91 and H.883. Another version of these two proposed bills is expected to come up again.  Irene said she would provide details about the bills in an email to planning commission members.  
 The board then discussed Village Center Designation planning.  The board reviewed maps of Concord, East Concord and North Concord.  Stuart will see if he can get copies of the most up to date tax maps.  Irene explained again that one of the benefits of the town plan is grant funding and the value of designating a village center is the availability of tax credits for renovating existing buildings.  After reviewing the maps, Irene and the board noted that currently there does not appear to be enough income producing property in East Concord to designate a village center.  Since there are not any commercial properties in North Concord village, and some of the area is in a wetlands area and possibly in the designated flood hazard area, Irene said village center designation would not be appropriate for that area.  
After reviewing the map of Concord, Irene and the board felt the previously specified village center 
designation was appropriate.  The board will need to wait to apply for designation of the area until after the 
plan is adopted because designated areas will not be approved until the town plan is complete and approved 
by the regional planning commission (NVDA).
III.  Next Steps

Irene will contact Staci Pomeroy to see if she can give a presentation on November 6th.
The following is the proposed timeline for completing the town plan.  
November - River corridor meeting and review sections
December - February - Work on and complete draft of the plan 
March - Finalize draft to send to surrounding towns, place notice in the newspaper and send copies to the     
State and Planning Commission
A public hearing will be held 30 days later and changes that are deemed appropriate from public input can be made.  The updated version will then be presented to the Selectboard.   30 Days after the Planning Commission forwards the Plan to the Selectboard, the Selectboard will hold a public hearing. After the plan is adopted by the Selectboard, the Town can request approval of the Plan by the Regional Planning Commission (NVDA).  The NVDA Town Plan Review Committee will hold a noticed public hearing at the municipal building, and then make a recommendation to the full NVDA Board regarding approval of the Plan.  
The plan is good for 5 years. 

Jim made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m.  Stuart seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4-0.
Next Meeting:  Thursday, October 16, 2014 6:00 p.m.  
Respectfully Submitted,
Linda Hartwell, Board Secretary
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_______________________________
Cynthia Stuart, Chair



Stuart Gray

_____________________________
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       Jim Gochie




Linda Hartwell
Executive Session: If discussion warrants, and the 
Board so votes, some items may be held in Executive Session.

