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BACKGROUND:

Concord’s last Town Plan was
adopted in September of 2009. A
community survey undertaken in

2007 had informed the direction of
the Town Plan.

In early 2014 the Concord
Planning Commission embarked
on the process of updating the
Town Plan.

The first step taken by the
Planning Commission was to
design a new survey, aimed at
gathering community input on a
variety of issues in Town.



WHAT WE DID:

Town of Concord ) T B Surveys were distributed in hard

MunNICIPAL PLAN COMMUNITY SURVEY

2014 o copy to residents and also made
available online.

» 168 responses received
The Town of Concord was recently awarded a Municipal Planning Grant by the Vermont Agency of

Commerce and Community Development in order to update the Town Plan. The Concord Town Plan was ) 1 8 (y t

last updated in September of 2009, and is due to expire in September of 2014. The Town Plan assesses the o resp Onse ra- e

Town's resousces, identifies needs, presents a vision for the future of the Town, and identifies ways of 0

achieving this vision. The Planning Commission has developed the following survey i order to gather [} 98 / f d t d
input from the community regarding the adequacy of existing facilities, resources that are important to (0] O respon en S name
Town residents, and additional facilities or developments that would benefit the community. Please take the

. .
time to answer all questions as completely as possible. Every adult (18+) in the household is encouraged to C d th 1 f
respond. The responses to this survey will provide important guidance to the Planning Commission as they Oncor aS elr prlmary p aC e O
prepare revisions to the Town Plan. Thank you for participating! ),
residence.

Thank you for assisting with the update of the Town of Concord Municipal Plan
update by participating in this survey by March 31, 2014!

General Information

Is Concord your pamary
3 o - Ye: N
residence? =] -0

Do you own or rent your
home?

Own [] Rent[]

Gathered information on:
Are you retired? Yes [] No[] R
- -~ ol * Household size and makeup

located in Concord?

Other

Do you vk CmElo[d L_wn\EJvﬂle st IDthsbuq? Littllitnn LGElster Dthe D ° Sh 0O p p in g h abit S

O
Four or More [] L4 Place Of WOI'k
Foucox e ] Asked residents to assess:
How sy pepleimytontll 000 Tel] | T 01| Fowarttel) * Services and facilities in Town

Have you visited the new

Tom ot oo e | ¥er ] o] « Types of businesses/services
et 0 e BN needed
* Level of importance of planning

issues in Village and Town

How many people are in your household
y y 3 fo) T
including yourself? ae [ we L]

How many children under the age of 18 are One ] Two []

in your household?




Concord WHO RESPONDED
Demographics* | (LOIUEIE S0V RT,

* 71% of housing is owner- * 90% of respondents owned their
occupied, 29% is renter-occu home, 10% rented their home

27% of households have school- 19% of respondents had school-
aged children aged children at home

30% of househol , % of respondents had at least
more people 65 1e member of their household
over the age of 60

35% of populatio

older not in labor » 45% of respondents were retired

* 51% of respondents were from 2-
person households



BRI WE LEARNED...

and Littleton are the main shopping areas for residents,
ghprovides shopping opportunities for “convenience”

Where do you usually shop for:

300
250
@ Concord
200 - O St. Johnsbury
B Lyndonville
150 - EEEEE— OLancaster
OLittleton
100 - [ @ Woodsville
OOnline
50 —
0 — | N | L

Convenience ltems Groceries/Perishable Goods Non-Perishable Goods




ats rated 15 different facilities and services in Concord

Please rate the adequacy of services and facilities

available in the Town of Concord:

B Needs Significant Improvement

B Needs Improvement

OAdequate
B Excellent
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Excellent, 1

Needs
Improve- Significant
ment, 26 Improve-
ment, 26
Needs
Improve-
ment, 49 Needs
Improve-

ment, 46




entified as needing improvement:
Recreational Facilities
Quality education for Grades 9 -

High speed internet



e@enterFlanning
rated by level of importance 10 different planning
icord Village:

I el
i d

il

Past community surveys in Concord have indicated that "special planning
attention" should be given to village centers. Please rate the level of
importance of the following aspects of planning for Concord Village:

B No Opinion

B Not Important

OLeast Important

:H: OModerately Important
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Reducing Vehicular Speeds in
Concord Village

L

B Most Important

I Moderately

Preservation and
toric Structures in

Ensuring Walkability in Concord
Village

»




paeEnaskeditordentify the value of five approaches to local
PUSIIESSid evelopment; respondents found that all approaches had

VI Byvawere ranked as follows:
elief

ion that supports and promotes local businesses
credits for restoration of older buildings
cal assistance
Micro-lending sources, such as a local revolving loan fund

How valuable would the following be to encourage the
improvement of an existing or development of a new local

business?
160
140 +
2 T .
100
80
60
0 - ‘ ‘ OModerately Valuable
Availability of Technical "Micro-lending" Local Property Tax
Tax Credits for ~ Assistance  Sources, such  Organization Relief OLeast Valuable
Restoration of as a Local that Supports @ Not Valuable
Older Buildings Revolving Loan and Promotes
in Village Fund Local B No Opinion

Centers Businesses




choice of 14'potential businesses and services that could locate in
fillage, residents identified the most desirable uses:

Regarding potential uses in Concord Village, please rate the desirability
of the following types of businesses or services:

180
160
140 -
120 + [
100 - | — L | B Most Important
80 - — [ | OModerately Important
60 - | | OLeast Important
40 - | @ Not Important
ONo Opinion

Lodging

Restaurants,

Clothing Stores

Sporting Goods

Books,Music,Video
Department Store
Drug Store/Pharmacy
WiFi Cafe/Zones

Home Furniture/Appliances
Small-scale Discount Store
Offices, Meeting Places, etc.)
Hardware/Building Supplies
Bank/Financial Services

Community Center (Municipal

Food, Supermarkets or Groceries




#1 Restaurants

No Opinion, 9

Not
Important,
20

Not
Important,
20

No Opinion,
11

Not
Important,
27
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Seeikaand Historic Resources
identified the top three ways to preserve scenic and historic

utting of trees
around bodies of water
itegrity guidelines

Ninety-four percent of survey respondents in the first Municipal Plan
stated that Concord should preserve its scenic spots and historic
structures. Please rate how you think preservation of
scenic and historic resources should occur:

EI . . . . mVery Useful

0O Somewhat Useful

90%
80%

ONot Useful
40% —1—
30% | @ Counter Productive
20% +—
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T

as the affordable housing category with the greatest response rate.
ias the preferred location for most types of affordable housing.

Past surveys of Town residents have indicated the need for affordable
housing for young families and seniors. Please indicate where
affordable housing should be encouraged:

‘ OAlong Route2 ®Cross Road 0OOregon Road ONorth Concord @ Concord Village ‘
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or Grades PreK-8

54 people provided comments.

ost frequently occurring comment (16 comments)
1ended the closing of the Concord High School.



“Cooperative

“Strong historical value”

“Friendly, welcoming”

“Vibrant Community”



Economic Development

and Commercial Tax Stabilization

riteria and eligibility for tax stabilization to further the goals
: for example: “creates new jobs” “improves aesthetics or

blight on exterior of an existing structure”

y Council’s process of making determination, including a

em that looks at both short and long-term impacts



ation that supports and promotes

examples in region: Barton, East
P 8

und” established in ‘dance with 24 VSA, section
vertise the “scenic beauties and municipal advantages”



ility of tax credits for restoration of
Ings

ation (examples in Barton, Island Pond,

riety of State tax credi available for income-
ucing properties. Non-profits can also make use of the
edits

dits can be sold to banks and insurance companies:

ate historic tax credit - can be added to the 20%
Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credit

» 25% facade credit up to $25,000

* 50% technology credit up to $30,000

* 50% credit for code work (sprinkler system, elevators, etc.)



nation was explored in July of 2011 as a way to foster
nd maintain the character of Concord’s village area.

nary boundary of a “Village Center” was outlined by
nity members at a planning work session in 2011:




provide focused input on
s, and help identify strategies to

Economic development

lood Resilience



