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TOWN OF CONCORD
PLANNING AND ZONING Board 
            SEPTEMBER 4, 2014 
Municipal Town Plan Kick-Off Meeting MINUTES
UNOFFICIAL COPY

Members Present:  Cynthia Stuart, Chair, Stuart Gray, Linda Hartwell
Members Absent: Jim Gochie
Board Secretary Present:  Linda Hartwell
Other Officials Present:  Harold Lunnie, Selectboard Representative 
Citizens Present:  Irene Nagle, N.V.D.A., Bill Humphrey, George Morehouse, Sid Patridge, Judy Kurtz, David Isles, Rosalie Quimby, Cindy Pinheiro, Jonathan Dupuis, Darhma Norrie

Cynthia brought the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  She introduced herself and board members Stuart Gray and Linda Hartwell, selectboard representative Harold Lunnie, and Irene Nagle from the Northeast VT Development Association.
1.  Presentation
Irene gave a Powerpoint presentation on the results of the survey done in the spring.  The complied results of the survey as well as the survey results question by question are available on the Concord, VT website at www.concordvt.us, under the municipal plan update page.  
2. Questions & Answers

Citizens questioned the value of creating a town plan, given the economic climate of the town and state.  Irene expressed that the process is valuable and having town plan allows the town to apply for many different grants.  Harold Lunnie said that an ACT 250 application is based on the town plan.  Irene said ACT 250 can be more restrictive if there is not a town plan.  
Another question was posed concerning the development of senior housing as indicated as a high need in Concord from the survey results.  Irene said there may be grant money available for a non-profit to develop a senior housing project once identified in a town plan.  Irene also said the state has determined a neighborhood designated area.  This is an area of a quarter of a mile around town village centers.  Building in this area expedites ACT 250 permits and reduces fees.  The state wants towns to concentrate development around the center.  Concord currently does not have a village center designation, but Irene can come to present and provide more information on village center designations. 
Another resident expressed her opinion that we need to get younger people involved.  Cynthia stated that getting people involved is a challenge.  Irene said that some boards have high school students on their advisory boards.  Irene said that could be part of the plan to involve students.
Some of the residents thought there is no immediate effect seen from the town plan.  Cynthia said it is in the execution of the plan after.  Irene said that there are incentive programs from the State designed to promote business growth.  
3. Next Steps

Irene stated the the next steps involve forming work committees to provide focused input on priority planning issues and help identify strategies to achieve goals.  Irene asked people to sign up for various committees such as transportation, utilities/facilities, recreation, historic/scenic resources, education, energy, housing, economic development and flood resilience.  She also said zoning is always supposed to be consistent with the town plan.  The current town plan expires this month and the goal is to have the new town plan completed by the spring of 2015.
Cynthia asked everyone to sign in and encouraged them to sign up to work on a committee.  The first Thursday meeting of each month will be devoted to working on the town plan.  
Next Meeting:  Wednesday September 17, 2014 6:00 p.m.  (Please Note Date Change)
Respectfully Submitted,
Linda Hartwell, Board Secretary
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Linda Hartwell
Executive Session: If discussion warrants, and the 
Board so votes, some items may be held in Executive Session.

